8" September 2008

Dear Parent / Carer

| am writing to update you on developments at &nk Markham School since my last letter at the end
of May this year. | apologise for such a long letie this occasion, but there is a great deal pbirtant
information that | wish to make you aware of.

Exam results rocket this summer

The biggest news by a distance is the results aetliby our 16 year old students at the end of kage&

4. Last summer 21% of students achieved 5 or migfeehgrade passes, a 2% increase on the previous
year, and just one percent short of the schoofjbést ever figure of 22%. This summer our resuéts’t
just improve - in the words of our two local papehey rocketed by 30% from the previous high d¥22
to a record 52%. Our percentage of students gamimgmore higher grade passes including English an
Maths, although not yet as high as we are detedhtim@et it, still more than doubled last yearsifeg

and shows that we are well on course to meet thiergments target for this next summer, two years
ahead of schedule.

These results followed news of an almost 100% patesat A level (the final figure was 97%), and an
improved pass rate at AS level.

Marking of Key Stage 3 SATSs has, though, been & puddlicised fiasco. Marks and exam papers arrived
late and have been littered with mistakes. We aneggthrough this at the moment and not in a positi

to issue results until we know the outcome of thyeeals that we intend to make. Our view is that the
whole SATSs process this summer has been discrealitédhat there are serious questions about the
accuracy and value of any results that are evdptreéased.

Sandra Clark, the MK Council Cabinet member resiibm$or Children, Young People and Schools
described our results on 3 Counties Radio as “andshg”, and praise has poured in from Council
officers as well as from the government’s departnfi@nChildren’s, Schools and Families and also our
Academy sponsor Edge.

These results give some indication of just how malgitity our students have and are a credit to thedh



to the hard work of all my teaching and supportfstam also grateful to parents and carers feirth
strong support over the last couple of years, ammvithat without this the results would not haverbas
good as they were.

Year 11 students finding out their results last thon
Targets for next summer and beyond.

A large number of students this summer greatlyeiased the options that are open to them and their
future career prospects by doing so well. Next ygaare determined that even more students will
achieve the important goal of gaining at leastghér grade passes, and we have set ourselves anothe
very challenging targeNext summer, therefore, we are determined that aelast 75% of our students
will reach or pass this figure, and | am confidenthat with further improvements in the Academy it
will be only a matter of time before all our studens are achieving this level of success at the enfl o
Key Stage 4.

Academic Mentoring

We are very lucky to have a number of volunteesmfthe local community, including staff at The Open
University, who are available to work with our stunds.

These mentors will be working with students toeaisotivation and to ensure that the students aehiev
the best possible results in their coursework anddwork. They will help with organisational skills,
literacy and target setting where appropriate.

The students will be working on a one to one bagis the mentor but within the KS4 Study Club or
KS5 Study Area so that there will be other famiteachers and students in the same venue. AT ti
will the students be in a venue alone with the ment

This exciting new mentoring initiative complemententoring work already undertaken by staff at the
school, and provides those students who would ldenest from it with a perspective from outside the
world of education



Sir Frank Markham School gains the Artsmark Silver Award

Way back last October we submitted an ambitiouddridhe highly prized Artsmark award. Artsmark is
awarded by Arts Council England to schools thatdamonstrate a strong commitment to the Arts and
show that they have a very wide range of Arts miovi both during and outside of the school day.

Schools can bid for bronze, silver or gold, andaigh we had not previously submitted a bid we
believed that the Arts at Sir Frank Markham hadroupd so much that we should skip the bronze and go
straight for silver. As reported in the local papee learned towards the end of last term thabalihad
been successful. We are delighted with this out¢cdmteare still determined to further improve ags

well as other provision at Sir Frank Markham thesyin order to give our students the richest jpessi
educational experience.

Developing an Enterprise Culture

At Sir Frank Markham School we believe, as do Edge Academy sponsor, that developing an
enterprise culture at the heart of our work is aretient way of engaging students and enabling tteem
develop the skills and qualities as well gain tbeldications that they will need in the future.

At our staff conference in February we began tdaepways in which we can build on new approaches
introduced in year 7 last year to develop enteirgyiapproaches to learning in every area of theath
work, and at our training day in March we begamtwve from discussion to planning. All departments
have piloted new, more enterprising approachesaming during the last term, and this work is bein
extended in the 2008-2009 school year to coinciitle @hanges to the National Curriculum.

What does all this mean?

Enterprising learning means learning that is mata@ and student centred. It means giving students
more responsibility for their learning, and helpthgm to develop the skills to work independently a
well as in teams. Enterprising approaches to lagmiill encourage initiative, creativity, risk-taug,
research and problem-solving, and will also deve#ated skills such as leadership, communicatiah a
presentation as well as literacy and numeracy. Alegrpossible, learning will be related to pradfica
“real life” situations so that students can see @amderstand its relevance.

We are also developing approaches to personaldenas part of the curriculum, and students will
increasingly have opportunities to set up and tekein running small businesses at the school,
supported by mentors from the local business contsun addition, we will be encouraging all our
students to apply enterprising approaches to tagkiommunity and environmental issues.

Sir Frank Markham School wins the Milton Keynes Enerprising School of the Year Award

| believe that the work that we have done to dgvelo enterprise culture at Sir Frank Markham School
has played a big part in making learning more eatjgy and our students more motivated, and thatrthis
turn played a part in our record results this summe

| was absolutely delighted, therefore, when atethé of last term, even before we had received ayr K
Stage 4 results, we were presented at the annugllifiviestors in Education Awards”, sponsored by
Countecwith the 2008 award for being the most enterprisicigool in Milton Keynes. This award was
made in recognition of the steps we have takemt@pterprise at the heart of all our work and the
evidence of the positive impact that these stepe hiready had. Runners up Oakgrove were specially
commended for their work, but the judges were dlear over the last year it was Sir Frank Markham
School that was ahead of the competition in therpnise stakes.



Special Educational Needs

We will be making some changes to the way we suggtodents with special educational needs in 2008-
2009, including the way we support students who hease weaknesses in areas such as literacy but do
not meet the criteria to go on the SEN register.

It is our intention to purchase a literacy softwpagkage this term to support SEN and other staff i
running programmes with small groups to acceletetedevelopment of their literacy skills. This will
complement other strategies such as our BetterdRe&togramme and a stronger emphasis in all lssson
on the understanding and use of key words. Throhighpackage of approaches in 2008-2009 we will be
able to significantly increase support for all gnts with the development of their literacy skills.

One of our aims at Sir Frank Markham is to developstudents as independent learners, and so whilst
Learning Support Assistant (LSA) may be assigneddrk in some lessons with an individual or small
group of students, there may be times within lesseimen the LSA leaves the student or students t& wo
more independently while working with other studefar a period of time instead. This may also mean
that in some whole lessons where students areabtezt to have support the LSA will work with other
students throughout that lesson to support thecttageof developing students with special education
needs as more independent learners. In such lestatents will always be able to call on supparrfr
their teacher when required.

Academy Developments

Kier, the company contracted to build the new Acagleremain confident that it will be completed on
time and ready to open in September 2009. An egedioinprospective parents and pupils (year 6) ef th
new Academy is being held at the Xscape cinemablirS2ptember, and a further evening is being held
on the & October for Prospective Sixth Form students (curyear 11's) and their parents next year.

Sixth Form Developments

We have just launched our new Sixth Form, with séé&een students joining us buoyed by their
successes in this summers exams.

It is hoped that we will be running all the courselsertised and will confirm this within a couple o
weeks once the position is clear with regard talfirumbers for each course. If any course has féveer
five students, however, it may not be possiblautoit, in which case students will be given the
opportunity to transfer to other courses.

All students in our new Sixth Form will undertakentmunity service and enterprise activities in addit
to their core courses, and there will be a stranglesis on helping them develop key skills anditesl
for life and work as well as to support their sagli

We hope that all our new Sixth Form students walhsfer to the academy next year to continue their
post-16 studies.

Annual festival of Eid

The annual festival of Eid is approaching and weehthat those of you celebrating it will have an
enjoyable time with your family. In order that thisportant time of year does not have an adverfsetef
on your child’s education | would be grateful ifuyavould ensure that, in line with children in other
schools, they do not have more than one day oficddio take part in family and community
celebrations. Unfortunately last year a numbertwdents took more than one day off school durirdy Ei
and then found it very difficult to catch up witheir studies as a result.



PE Lessons at Tattenhoe in 2008-2009

As you will be aware the schools fields are outsd due to the development of the academy. In doder
manage the impact of this as well as the losseBickloe courts some PE lessons will be takincepda
Tattenhoe Pavillion during the coming year. Studevitl be bussed to this new venue, and your son or
daughter will provide you with more information albehis once we have finalised details

Lessons at Tattenhoe will be for a double peridw(2s), which ensures enough time to allow us to
continue to deliver PE lessons of the highest gualihe coaches have been booked in advance and we
will be going to Tattenhoe in all weather conditolt is very important, therefore, for pupils tang a
complete change of clothing to every PE lesson.

If you have any particular questions about thermeanent please do not hesitate to contact Gareth
Morris, Head of PE, at the school.

Sex and Relationship Education provision

Following our consultation with parents, carers andlents last year through the Health Related
Behaviour Survey, we have taken the decision terekbur health provision for older students by
offering a range of new services at Sir Frank MarklSchool from September of this year, including a
Sexual Health “drop-in” clinic.

A number of local schools have introduced this &oldal provision in recent years, which helps us to
meet the five aims of “every Child Matters”, in panlar the aims of being healthy and staying safe.

| am enclosing a letter from Mrs. Gockelen, our PEE Co-ordinator, which provides more details of
the new services that we will be offering.

Gardening Club

A group of Year 7 students worked last year witbaal gardener, Mr Brace to develop the school
garden.

Students have applied skills that they have laarMaths and Science to measure out beds and aurtur
seeds to grow. They planted a selection of vetggaind herbs to start with so that they could ey
have grown in their recipes from Food Technology.

By working with the Mr Brace, the students devebbgieeir team working skills along with their
confidence as they saw the fruits of their labawmg It also encouraged the students to take
responsibility for areas of the school environmargeding the areas and remembering to water their
seeds.

Overall the students have thoroughly enjoyed siguttie garden and are looking forward to growing
more produce to use in the school canteen and beganore involved in the school’'s development.



Home Contact details

We have had some problems contacting parents rscareently as a result of not having been informed
of changes to contact details, especially mobilengmumbers. It is essential that we can alwaytacbn
you speedily when necessary, so please make sairé #my of your contact details change you
immediately advise Dianne Taylor, our Student Infation Systems manager, by letter, phone or E Mail
(dtaylor@sfmcs.org.yk

Changes to the School Calendar

We will shortly be producing a version of the scheadendar for parents and carers. As well as sgndi
you a paper copy of this, the calendar will alspbblished on our website. In advance of this hareV
wanted to make you aware that in 2008-2009 we hgweed an additional number of early closures so
that we can increase our training for staff in ortdehelp us achieve even better results in thensemnof
2009. On these days school will close at 1.25 pnstiadents, with lunch available for those wishiog
have it at school before going home.

Dates for your diary

September 15-18 Year 7 students taking part idéCait trips

September 22 Aim Higher launch evening for parents and stuslent
(Parents of “Aim Higher” students will be nagidl)

September 2% Academy Open Evening at Xscape cinema at 17.38r ¢/@upils and
parents)

October & Academy Sixth Form Information Evening (Year 1dd&nts and parents)

October 28 Early closure at 1.25 pm for staff training

October 22 Achievers Evening

October 2% 5-7 pm — Meet the Form Tutor Evening to reviewgress and set
individual targets for this academic year (all ygaoups, including ®
form)

October 27 to 3% School Closed for half-term break

3 November School Re-opens

Yours sincerely

Mike O’Mahony
Headteacher



