
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8th September 2008 
 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I am writing to update you on developments at Sir Frank Markham School since my last letter at the end 
of May this year. I apologise for such a long letter on this occasion, but there is a great deal of important 
information that I wish to make you aware of.  
 
Exam results rocket this summer 
 
The biggest news by a distance is the results achieved by our 16 year old students at the end of Key Stage 
4. Last summer 21% of students achieved 5 or more higher grade passes, a 2% increase on the previous 
year, and just one percent short of the school’s highest ever figure of 22%. This summer our results didn’t 
just improve - in the words of our two local papers, they rocketed by 30% from the previous high of 22% 
to a record 52%. Our percentage of students gaining 5 or more higher grade passes including English and 
Maths, although not yet as high as we are determined to get it, still more than doubled last years figure 
and shows that we are well on course to meet the governments target for this next summer, two years 
ahead of schedule. 
 
These results followed news of an almost 100% pass rate at A level (the final figure was 97%), and an 
improved pass rate at AS level. 
 
Marking of Key Stage 3 SATs has, though, been a well publicised fiasco. Marks and exam papers arrived 
late and have been littered with mistakes. We are going through this at the moment and not in a position 
to issue results until we know the outcome of the appeals that we intend to make. Our view is that the 
whole SATs process this summer has been discredited and that there are serious questions about the 
accuracy and value of any results that are eventually released. 
 
Sandra Clark, the MK Council Cabinet member responsible for Children, Young People and Schools 
described our results on 3 Counties Radio as “outstanding”, and praise has poured in from Council 
officers as well as from the government’s department for Children’s, Schools and Families and also our 
Academy sponsor Edge. 
 
These results give some indication of just how much ability our students have and are a credit to them and  
 
 
 



 
to the hard work of all my teaching and support staff. I am also grateful to parents and carers for their 
strong support over the last couple of years, and know that without this the results would not have been as 
good as they were. 
 

 
 
Year 11 students finding out their results last month 
 
Targets for next summer and beyond. 
 
A large number of students this summer greatly increased the options that are open to them and their 
future career prospects by doing so well. Next year we are determined that even more students will  
achieve the important goal of gaining at least 5 higher grade passes, and we have set ourselves another 
very challenging target. Next summer, therefore, we are determined that at least 75% of our students 
will reach or pass this figure, and I am confident that with further improvements in the Academy it 
will be only a matter of time before all our students are achieving this level of success at the end of 
Key Stage 4.   
 
Academic Mentoring  
 
We are very lucky to have a number of volunteers from the local community, including staff at The Open 
University, who are available to work with our students. 
 
These mentors will be working with students to raise motivation and to ensure that the students achieve 
the best possible results in their coursework and homework. They will help with organisational skills, 
literacy and target setting where appropriate. 
 
The students will be working on a one to one basis with the mentor but within the KS4 Study Club or 
KS5 Study Area so that there will be other familiar teachers and students in the same venue.  At no time 
will the students be in a venue alone with the mentor. 
 
This exciting new mentoring initiative complements mentoring work already undertaken by staff at the 
school, and provides those students who would benefit most from it with a perspective from outside the 
world of education 
 
 
 
 



Sir Frank Markham School gains the Artsmark Silver Award  
 
Way back last October we submitted an ambitious bid for the highly prized Artsmark award. Artsmark is 
awarded by Arts Council England to schools that can demonstrate a strong commitment to the Arts and 
show that they have a very wide range of Arts provision both during and outside of the school day.  
 
Schools can bid for bronze, silver or gold, and although we had not previously submitted a bid we 
believed that the Arts at Sir Frank Markham had improved so much that we should skip the bronze and go 
straight for silver. As reported in the local paper, we learned towards the end of last term that our bid had 
been successful. We are delighted with this outcome, but are still determined to further improve arts as 
well as other provision at Sir Frank Markham this year in order to give our students the richest possible 
educational experience. 
 
Developing an Enterprise Culture 
 
At Sir Frank Markham School we believe, as do Edge, the Academy sponsor, that developing an 
enterprise culture at the heart of our work is an excellent way of engaging students and enabling them to 
develop the skills and qualities as well gain the qualifications that they will need in the future. 
 
At our staff conference in February we began to explore ways in which we can build on new approaches 
introduced in year 7 last year to develop enterprising approaches to learning in every area of the school’s 
work, and at our training day in March we began to move from discussion to planning. All departments 
have piloted new, more enterprising approaches to learning during the last term, and this work is being 
extended in the 2008-2009 school year to coincide with changes to the National Curriculum. 
 
What does all this mean? 
 
Enterprising learning means learning that is more active and student centred. It means giving students 
more responsibility for their learning, and helping them to develop the skills to work independently as 
well as in teams. Enterprising approaches to learning will encourage initiative, creativity, risk-taking, 
research and problem-solving, and will also develop related skills such as leadership, communication and 
presentation as well as literacy and numeracy. Wherever possible, learning will be related to practical, 
“real life” situations so that students can see and understand its relevance. 
 
We are also developing approaches to personal finance as part of the curriculum, and students will 
increasingly have opportunities to set up and take part in running small businesses at the school, 
supported by mentors from the local business community. In addition, we will be encouraging all our 
students to apply enterprising approaches to tackling community and environmental issues. 
 
Sir Frank Markham School wins the Milton Keynes Enterprising School of the Year Award  
 
I believe that the work that we have done to develop an enterprise culture at Sir Frank Markham School 
has played a big part in making learning more enjoyable and our students more motivated, and that this in 
turn played a part in our record results this summer. 
 
I was absolutely delighted, therefore, when at the end of last term, even before we had received our Key 
Stage 4 results, we were presented at the annual “MK Investors in Education Awards”, sponsored by 
Countec, with the 2008 award for being the most enterprising school in Milton Keynes. This award was 
made in recognition of the steps we have taken to put enterprise at the heart of all our work and the 
evidence of the positive impact that these steps have already had. Runners up Oakgrove were specially 
commended for their work, but the judges were clear that over the last year it was Sir Frank Markham 
School that was ahead of the competition in the enterprise stakes.  
 
 



Special Educational Needs 
 
We will be making some changes to the way we support students with special educational needs in 2008-
2009, including the way we support students who may have weaknesses in areas such as literacy but do 
not meet the criteria to go on the SEN register. 
 
It is our intention to purchase a literacy software package this term to support SEN and other staff in 
running programmes with small groups to accelerate the development of their literacy skills. This will 
complement other strategies such as our Better Readers Programme and a stronger emphasis in all lessons 
on the understanding and use of key words. Through this package of approaches in 2008-2009 we will be 
able to significantly increase support for all students with the development of their literacy skills. 
 
One of our aims at Sir Frank Markham is to develop our students as independent learners, and so whilst a 
Learning Support Assistant (LSA) may be assigned to work in some lessons with an individual or small 
group of students, there may be times within lessons when the LSA leaves the student or students to work 
more independently while working with other students for a period of time instead. This may also mean 
that in some whole lessons where students are timetabled to have support the LSA will work with other 
students throughout that lesson to support the objective of developing students with special educational 
needs as more independent learners. In such lessons students will always be able to call on support from 
their teacher when required.  
 
Academy Developments 
 
Kier, the company contracted to build the new Academy, remain confident that it will be completed on 
time and ready to open in September 2009. An evening for prospective parents and pupils (year 6) of the 
new Academy is being held at the Xscape cinema on 25th September, and a further evening is being held 
on the 6th October for Prospective Sixth Form students (current year 11’s) and their parents next year.  
 
Sixth Form Developments 
 
We have just launched our new Sixth Form, with some 60 keen students joining us buoyed by their 
successes in this summers exams. 
 
It is hoped that we will be running all the courses advertised and will confirm this within a couple of 
weeks once the position is clear with regard to final numbers for each course. If any course has fewer than 
five students, however, it may not be possible to run it, in which case students will be given the 
opportunity to transfer to other courses. 
 
All students in our new Sixth Form will undertake community service and enterprise activities in addition 
to their core courses, and there will be a strong emphasis on helping them develop key skills and qualities 
for life and work as well as to support their studies. 
 
We hope that all our new Sixth Form students will transfer to the academy next year to continue their 
post-16 studies. 
 
Annual festival of Eid 
 
The annual festival of Eid is approaching and we hope that those of you celebrating it will have an 
enjoyable time with your family. In order that this important time of year does not have an adverse effect 
on your child’s education I would be grateful if you would ensure that, in line with children in other 
schools, they do not have more than one day off school to take part in family and community 
celebrations. Unfortunately last year a number of students took more than one day off school during Eid, 
and then found it very difficult to catch up with their studies as a result. 
 



PE Lessons at Tattenhoe in 2008-2009  
 
As you will be aware the schools fields are out of use due to the development of the academy. In order to 
manage the impact of this as well as the loss of the Seckloe courts some PE lessons will be taking place at 
Tattenhoe Pavillion during the coming year. Students will be bussed to this new venue, and your son or 
daughter will provide you with more information about this once we have finalised details 
 
Lessons at Tattenhoe will be for a double period (2hours), which ensures enough time to allow us to 
continue to deliver PE lessons of the highest quality. The coaches have been booked in advance and we 
will be going to Tattenhoe in all weather conditions. It is very important, therefore, for pupils to bring a 
complete change of clothing to every PE lesson. 
 
If you have any particular questions about the arrangement please do not hesitate to contact Gareth 
Morris, Head of PE, at the school. 
 
Sex and Relationship Education provision 
 
Following our consultation with parents, carers and students last year through the Health Related 
Behaviour Survey, we have taken the decision to extend our health provision for older students by 
offering a range of new services at Sir Frank Markham School from September of this year, including a 
Sexual Health “drop-in” clinic.  
 
A number of local schools have introduced this additional provision in recent years, which helps us to 
meet the five aims of “every Child Matters”, in particular the aims of being healthy and staying safe. 
 
I am enclosing a letter from Mrs. Gockelen, our PSCHEE Co-ordinator, which provides more details of 
the new services that we will be offering. 
 
Gardening Club 
 

 
 
A group of Year 7 students worked last year with a local gardener, Mr Brace to develop the school 
garden.   
 
Students have applied skills that they have learnt in Maths and Science to measure out beds and nurture 
seeds to grow.  They planted a selection of vegetables and herbs to start with so that they could what they 
have grown in their recipes from Food Technology. 

 
By working with the Mr Brace, the students developed their team working skills along with their 
confidence as they saw the fruits of their labour grow.  It also encouraged the students to take 
responsibility for areas of the school environment, weeding the areas and remembering to water their 
seeds. 
 
Overall the students have thoroughly enjoyed starting the garden and are looking forward to growing 
more produce to use in the school canteen and becoming more involved in the school’s development. 



Home Contact details 
 
We have had some problems contacting parents / carers recently as a result of not having been informed 
of changes to contact details, especially mobile phone numbers. It is essential that we can always contact 
you speedily when necessary, so please make sure that if any of your contact details change you 
immediately advise Dianne Taylor, our Student Information Systems manager, by letter, phone or E Mail 
(dtaylor@sfmcs.org.uk) . 
 
Changes to the School Calendar 
 
We will shortly be producing a version of the school calendar for parents and carers. As well as sending 
you a paper copy of this, the calendar will also be published on our website. In advance of this however, I 
wanted to make you aware that in 2008-2009 we have agreed an additional number of early closures so 
that we can increase our training for staff in order to help us achieve even better results in the summer of 
2009. On these days school will close at 1.25 pm for students, with lunch available for those wishing to 
have it at school before going home. 
 
Dates for your diary 
 
September 15-18  Year 7 students taking part in Caldecott trips 
September 24th  Aim Higher launch evening for parents and students 
    (Parents of “Aim Higher” students will be notified) 
September 25th Academy Open Evening at Xscape cinema at 17.30 (year 6 pupils and 

parents) 
October 6th Academy Sixth Form Information Evening (Year 11 students and parents) 
October 20th Early closure at 1.25 pm for staff training 
October 22nd Achievers Evening 
October 23rd 5-7 pm – Meet the Form Tutor Evening to review progress and set 

individual targets for this academic year (all year groups, including 6th 
form) 

October 27th to 31st School Closed for half-term break 
3rd November School Re-opens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mike O’Mahony 
Headteacher 


